INTERVIEW WITH 24 (LUO HONGMEI)
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Q: What's your name?
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A: My name is Luo Hongmei; I'm 16 years old now. | live in Team 2 Jiaping Village, Shuimo
Township, Wenchuan County. I'm Han.
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Q: Was 5.12 Earthquake the first earthquake you ever experienced?

B 2.
A: Yes.
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Q: What were you doing the morning the earthquake happened?
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A: Going to school, happily. My birthday was on May 7", | was very happy in those days. My
classmates all wished me a happy birthday, | was very happy. Didn’t know why this happened.

). HBFEET, PRTEHEE?
Q: Where were you when the earthquake happened?
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A: I was in the stair well. Our school building was already dilapidated...we were scattered, and
buried under the crowds...we couldn’t even breathe. | thought we were all going to die, all of
us...we were buried down there...couldn’t breathe...
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Q: Scared?
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A: Yes. Then the teacher came and told the crowd in the back to step back---they were all
terrified and shoving around. Afterwards they stepped back, some jumped from the 2" floor,
then we were pulled out. There was blood all over our hands and legs, and me---| didn’t even
know how | got that---my feet went blue. The person underneath me, his face was treaded,
and turned blue, couldn’t be recognized any more.
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Q: What did the earthquake sound like?
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A: We were on the third floor climbing downstairs while it was ringing. We were wondering how

people on the third floor could make the whole building shake. Then there was a voice saying:
“It's the earthquake.” We rushed out until the whole class had run out of the building.
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Q: Did any of your relatives, families or friends get injured during the earthquake?
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A: My mother lost 16 of her sisters---15 of them were her cousins, one was her 7" sister, my 7"
aunt. My Mom cried so sadly, so did I. When | knew my 7" aunt was...she had been good to
my family...| don’t know why she just...
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Q: The surrounding area of your hometown must have been damaged pretty badly?
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A: Not really...
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Q: When did you come here after the earthquake?
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A: We came here on August 25"
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Q: What is the biggest difference in your lifestyle now vs. before the quake?
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A: It's not like our place here. There are many mosquitoes, and they are a lot bigger than those
in our place. Everybody got bitten. Some were allergic to these mosquitoes, which left them

with many scars. But | wasn’t. The house of my family had been simple and crude, | got bit
quite often but | had my own way to deal with it, so | was not infected.
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Q: What is the biggest change since the earthquake?
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A: | just feel that there is no more caring from my 7" aunt. When | was at home, she used to
scold me, care for me. When | didn’t cook meals or do the chores, she kept me in line. When
she (died)...l just felt so bad...I don’t know how to describe it...
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Q: Do you think the people outside Sichuan know about the situation here?
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A: Yes. | suppose.
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Q: What would you like to do when you grow up?
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A: They gave me this nick name “poet man” which sounds like “dead man” so they ended up
calling me dead man. | like expressing my feelings and emotions in my poems, and when they
read them they feel very sorrowful and call me “a poet”. | want to write a poem about my
hometown and how it changed, about walking out of the haze of the earthquake. | just want to
write poems.
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Q: Did you write a lot?
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A: Yes. Many poems were left at home. | wrote a lot, ones about my friends, ones about my
Mom, various. | just wrote when | was bored at home.
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Q: How many do you have here?
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A: About a dozen of them.
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Q: Is the one that you read for us your favorite one?
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A: Yes. That's when we had just come here and | met this girl in our dorm who really moved
and inspired me. She studied in the dim light after we all went to bed. | think she really liked to
study. When | saw that scene and saw that she was reading, | wanted for her dreams to come
true.
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Q: So you wrote this? What'’s your dream?
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A: I want to be a nurse. Because after the earthquake, there weren’t nurses, not a single one,
in the town where | lived---the hospital went down and nothing was left...seeing people, your
relatives die in front of you and there was nothing you could do about it...The field in front of
my house is flat so the corpses were laid there...in front of my home...l was thinking that if |
had some magical power, | could surely rescue them...really...my family just cried their eyes
out.

Q: Do you think your dream will come true?
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A: My class was filled with bad kids...they said we were hooligans and we didn’t like studying.
My class wouldn’t listen to the teacher; we skipped classes, hung out and so on. When the
volunteers told us they hoped we could all go to college, we all thought, we should have known
better sooner, we should have learned more. Since we were little we were always dawdling.
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Q: (You have to keep trying, you have to make your dreams come true.) Would you like to stay
in Sichuan or go somewhere else when you grow up?
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A: I'd like to go to Guangdong. After the earthquake, a lot of older brothers and sisters from
Guangdong came here. They were all nice to me. | just want to see what Guangdong looks like,
and want to tell them thanks for being with me every time | felt lonely.
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Q: What do you miss the most back home?
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A: The stir-fried shredded potato my Mom cooked for me.
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Q: What do your parents do?
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A: My Mom...her eyes...since she was a kid...are different from normal people. They are very
very small, like a piece of string. And people sometimes say things about it. They say things
about me too. Some of my classmates, the boys who | don'’t get along well with, they make fun
of my Mom, say things about her eyes. But | think my Mom’s eyes are the most beautiful ones
in the world. She is...a cleaning lady in a company. My Dad was injured during the earthquake,
he gets headaches when he’s too tired. The whole family is counting on my older brother. My
allowance here has always been given to me by him.
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Q: How’s your family’s house?
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A: The government has partially subsidized us. We are now building a bungalow and are not
finished yet. They were still living in the temporary wooden house when | left home.
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Q: So in your tradition, what do people say or do when a beloved one passes away?
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A: Like my mom she said: “you knew your 7" aunt had been good to you, you must remember
her”
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Q: When will you go back to Wenchuan?
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A: In September.
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Q: What are your hobbies?
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A: | don’t have many hobbies, | just write a lot.
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Q: Did anyone teach you how to compose poems when you were growing up?
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A: No, | just write when | want to. When I'm upset, | write. | write when I’'m in the mood.
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Q: Do you like reading other poets’ work? What kind of poets do you like?

A:  Yes | do. | like the kind that make people feel happy.
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Q: Who’s your favorite author?
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A: It's this female writer, Bing Xin.
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Q: Do you have anything else that you want to say?
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A: Well, | will try my best to make myself live happily, to be a happy person.



