INTERVIEW WITH #JG9¢ (YANG YUANYING)
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What's your name?
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My name is Yang Yuanying.
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How old are you?

16 %
16.
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Where’s your hometown?
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My hometown is Group 2 in Lao Ren Village, Shuimo Township, Wenchuan
County.
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Was the 5.12 earthquake the first earthquake you ever experienced?
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Yes, it was the first one.
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Tell us, what were you doing the morning before the earthquake hit?

HZ BRF LRAER, BRF LRAMIEE AR, B4 # A
0, AT AR Z =), R ARSI . A X EERE T, I
g LR, ILuR{Edre L, A,

That morning, | was home. | didn’t know what was wrong that morning, but |

was kind of hasty, forgetful, I'd even gone back home because | forgot something.
| returned to class in the afternoon. Class had just begun, | was standing at the
teacher’s desk stretching the tablecloth.
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Then the earthquake hit?
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Yes.
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What did you feel at that moment?
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| had no idea what was happening at that moment, my whole body was shaking,
and | thought it was an explosion in some reservoir somewhere or something.
While | was sitting there wondering about it, my classmate next to me suddenly
said “Yang Yuanying! Run! It’s an earthquake!” Then | started to run.
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What did it sound like?
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That sound... | don’t know how to describe it. It sounded sort of like thunder. It
really sounded like the starting of a car, but really scary.
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Can you mimic the sound?
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Hooooh...really scary. A loud hoooooh.
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Were any friends, family, or classmates injured in the earthquake?
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My little brother hurt his foot in the earthquake. He is getting medical treatment
at some other place. My older brother died in the quake, as did my uncle and
aunt.
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So the surrounding area near your home must have been hit pretty badly?
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Yes, very badly. A lot of people passed away because of the earthquake.
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When did you come to Emeishan after the earthquake?
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We came here on 22" August.
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What did you do during those 3 months?
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During those 3 months, my biological mother had me move to her town and was
planning to find me a school because she was worried that my school couldn’t
be used anymore, so | stayed there for a while. Then we heard that the People’s
Liberation Army had set up a tent school and would send people to teach us, so
Dad came and took me back home. Then | went to the tent school. But the PLA
didn’t spend much time here. After they left, a lot of volunteers from various
places came here to teach us.
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Where are your Mom and Dad?
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My Dad is in Shuimo; my Mom is in Dujiangyan.
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After coming here, did life change much for you?
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At the very beginning, | really couldn’t get used to it. | missed my family badly.
After all it’s the first time I’ve stayed so far away from home for this long. And |
did not really like the living style here: | could do whatever | want at home, but
here there’s not that much freedom.
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So what’s the biggest change in your life since the earthquake?
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The biggest difference is that...a lot of people are missing from my life
including the ones | could talk to about things...overall | feel...uncomfortable.
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Though the earthquake has brought about much pain and loss, what do you
think you’ve learned from it?
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Despite all the suffering it’s brought, I’ve learned that love makes the world go
round. A lot of people helped us, helped us get back into school. They helped us
when we were in the worst situation, especially when there were huge wounds
in our hearts. The volunteers and kind-hearted people came and took us out of
the dark world.

PRos A5 00 N1 LA B AR 152 3K T A% 100 1 figéney 2

Do you think the people outside Sichuan know about the situation here?
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| think they must know this, or why would so many people come to help us?
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What do you want to be when you grow up?
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| want to be an actress most of all.
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What kind of actress?
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Comedic actress.
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What are your dreams for the future?
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If possible, | want to be a movie star. Though my family is not wealthy, nor am |
well trained, | still want to... If | can’t get into high school, | will try another year,
try to get into high school...I just have to. Only after | go to high school will | be
able to steer my future. That is the first step for the rest of my life.
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Do you think your dreams can come true?
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Lots of people might think I’m reaching for something beyond my grasp, but |
believe it will come true as long as | keep trying.
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Do you want to stay in Sichuan for the rest of your life or go somewhere else?
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| want to help make Sichuan even better than it’s been, but | still want to go
abroad or somewhere else in order to see and understand the world.
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Where in the world would you like to go?
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| think I’d love to go and check out everywhere.
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Travel around the world?
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Yes.

EEEERE A AR?

What do you parents do for living?
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My parents are both peasants. They do some small business when it’s not the
height of farming season. But now the field is ruined and apart from some
layout recovery plan, | don’t know what they’ll do in the future. There’s no
factory in my hometown anymore, so they might do some small business.
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What do you miss the most?
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My family. Only family can provide a certain type of necessary warmth. There are
many things that only my family can help me with.
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Tell us about your house.
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It totally collapsed in the earthquake. We built a shed before the tents were
distributed, lived in it for a while. Then we built a wooden temporary house
where we could live for a while, because the tents are too hot to stay in during
the summer----you don’t even know where you should stay, outside or inside.
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And now?
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The house was taken down for the layout plan. Later, we are supposed to live in a
house that can sustain an 8-magnitude earthquake. But for now we live in the
wooden shack.
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When will you go back to Shuimo?
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Seems like July or June.
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Will you come back here next term?
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No. The reconstruction of our No.2 Middle School is about to be completed, our
house was taken down for it.
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Have you always liked to sing since you were a child?
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Yes, always, but not professionally, and mostly listening.
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What type of music?
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Gentle music that expresses emotion. | like beautiful acoustic music. Folk songs
are good too as well as old and classical music, especially the guzheng (21 string
Chinese classical lap harp).
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Where do you usually listen to music?
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Usually at home. | don’t like going out a lot so | often listen to them at home.
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Where did you hear the song you sang today?
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Some CDs we bought.
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Which minority are you?
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Hui Minority.
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| heard that your Dad is Tibetan?

AT, IRE TR, T U A2 % Y .
No, my Dad’s Hui, my Mom is Tibetan.
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Does the Hui minority have any special traditions?
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| don’t know much about it, after all | don’t live with my mom. My Dad and my
grandma might know some; but where | live is a bit different.
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Does the Hui minority have its own language?
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| think so.
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Do you think music is a very important part of your life?

WARAFHWA, —DRER, MR EN I, 5 R
FIHMRANE 52564 2, RABSALI AN 12, TRA AR B X
| think there are two things that are very important to me. One is music; the
other is writing to my classmates when we are graduating or getting ready to be
apart for a while... I like to write to them in the yearbook. | like it a lot.
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Do you remember the first song your family taught you?
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| used to live with my grandma; the song our school used (as a bell) is the first
they taught me.
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Dong Fang Hong?
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Yes. The songs they sing are really old. | didn’t live with my parents when | was
little, | stayed with my grandma.
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Do you remember the lullabies your parents sang for you when you were a kid?
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Well...I don’t quite remember.
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How about your grandma’s?

X AN
This one.
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Could you sing a little bit of it for us?
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0Ok, a little bit.



