INTERVIEW WITH CHEN HONGLIN’S MOTHER

Q:

HIROBAA T, T2

Could you please introduce yourself?

PV B =TT 2 B —SCONBRZLARAbA T80
I'm Chen Honglin’s mother. | lived in Deng lJia Village, San Jiang Township, Wenchuan
County.

RAFZ DG ?
How old are you?

441 33,
I'm 33 years old.

PRI AL T 2 TR ?

How many generations has your family lived here?

AR

3 generations.

SBRAAR I, o ALBATGEA 4 TR

Why did you give Chen Honglin this name when he was born?

A2y, FABAKIE, MR ORI AR, JERXN T — MLy, Btk
o

That name, | don’t know, just came up with it offhand. It was Chen Lin, and we added Hong
in afterwards, then it became Chen Honglin.

512 HRE A SEARE I A — IR M2 2
Is the 5.12 Earthquake the first earthquake you ever experienced?

&
Yes.

TR G EARAEASAT AWE?

What were you doing that morning?

L RAETA X WAT K Pe ik, £ET ML

| was at the construction site, helping to build a concrete road.

B PR AEARIL ?

You were there at noon as well?



B BpE 512 MR IRt R AR T T3k, B TR RS LK)
Yes. In the afternoon, when the 5.12 Earthquake happened, | became buried in sand, my son
pulled me out.

TR B0 FL AT 2 S 2
What were you thinking right then?

OSKAHENE O #ise T, PR RARITRAIL LA

| was thinking “it’s over, it’s all over, | won’t see my son and my daughter any more”.

I B HRAS P I AR A

The sound it made must have been scary.

B, ORIEA

Yes, very scary.

A& e?
What was it like?

EEENHKT , W]

Hooooonhg...

G EARAT ARG ?
What did it feel like physically?

5 B2 RS S, AR, BUREIRRRAE R

Physically? | felt powerless, and yet soft, like a wind that’s stuck to the ground.

AR HIAE T, FRIES — N et R R A A e ?
When the earthquake hit, what was the first thing that came to your mind?

IR RIL L, RAMATGRIR, IRIKIEAEIX 71315

My son and my daughter... just them. Honglin’s little sister was in school in Sanjiang.

AR ISR A A B 32U ?

Were any of your relatives or friends injured?

BATEBCHETE T, PHEb L, FRERRAE A%, %4ar

Our boss got scared and fainted...fell to the ground, but turned out to be fine, all was safe.

TRRIE AL e 2 I [ #R SR 5 T 18 2

So it didn’t take your family much time to find one another?



PRI 5 A LARTRATLLAR, A A, A AR T 2 Mk,
—AN LR B, BRI — N T, CMINRAIR X, AR R A
ERRT

| went to look for my Honglin that day right after the earthquake, he was in school; he was
on the 3" floor. He said the teacher shouted for them to run when the earthquake hit, and a
girl lost one of her shoes running to the playground----everything was shaking so badly----he
picked up the shoe and took it down with him.

LR K E AN ?

Was Sanjiang and the area affected?

P AR Z AR B, B ¥ A T .

Many houses collapsed. Our house too, not a single room remained.

TRURAT A2 e — AR AR B 2

So you’ve been living here continuously since the day of the earthquake?

AR, — AT

Yes.

WA AN IR Lok g ?

Did you move a lot?

MRS R T, RERE) T IRAERK . BATERK AR Bk, 47108, I 2
KEE, FRNEE

Our house collapsed, so | moved to my hometown----my hometown is up where they
mine rocks (quarry). My father who raised me lives there.

W PR AEXAERE, RHLRR G AR T AR X LE B A Fpe 2
You worked construction building roads before the earthquake, what’s your job now?

MR i A ] AU, RTINS/, AT ah FE A 5
After the earthquake we relied on compensation and subsidies from the government, you
know they are taking good care of us and we’re rebuilding our home.

PRaAT I N EAS MR X LA 00 1A T i We 2

Do you think people outside of Sichuan know about the situation here?

PRGEAFIY I EASM AT I IR 0L T AN T AW ?

They do, definitely. Not just know about it, they have given us so much support and care.

HRARGEAF LA IR PRZLAK [OR T AR AL Al i A+ 4 e ?

What do you want Chen Honglin to be when he grows up?



TR — FNEA, DR A M/
I want him to keep singing, he’s loved singing since he was a child.

HUAY B A LA A i RE AR R AP 7

You want him to be a singer?

A

Yes.

RRAFIRIIZ T LR A R ?
Do you think your son can be a star in the future?

ANFIIE
| don’t know.

A ANAr g ?
Do you want him to be one?

At
| hope so

TIRAS DA /ISR~ S B AR R ) 2

Has he always loved singing?

FEI, MPBIREREEXK, WAL gl — EME AR, AL A2 IM# =8, M 512
WRELLGE, Sefl RERIATX BB, Mutng 1L aRae iy, ST 7 A% R
Tt R T AT, AR IR B R AR DR T

Yes, since he was a kid, since 1% grade of elementary, his teachers all liked him. After the
5.12 earthquake, the People’s Liberation Army soldiers came here to rebuild the road, and
he sang a few songs for them----there was an evening party, the villagers and the
soldiers----he performed, the soldiers cried.

AmE RS PR A g e ?

Did you teach him how to sing?

A, AL E CARZORIBM, TR IR A SRAE

No, he learned all by himself; | never made a point of it.

fl N B R A 2
Did you sing for him when he was little?



WA, FRIEAEAR N PRI 50505 e TR A R B R IR, FRAT AT SCHRrAt, ke fh SR
FAMT, DVD WTiXLs, FLFR E gk, 18

No | didn’t. | just found out he liked music gradually, so we gave him our support, bought
him a DVD machine, speakers and so on. He trained himself.

/N B At B ST VR 25 At B AR 2
Did you sing for him before he went to sleep when he was little?

wH
No.

AR LA A RBLE LUKV 2
Well then, do you have anything else you want to say to Honglin?

PR L L3, B3 (O S IR, s 2 7 A — 28, ARSI
XFET, AR, BA30l, B R AE RO S R, S i 10 #Rs
R

Honglin, | would like you to study hard, write some songs you like. Don’t grow up like
Mom and Dad who don’t have much knowledge or culture. So as long as you can create
something, I'll always support you. Mom and Dad always will.

PREGABIBABRWR? AR T IR<IE
How about you sing a song for him? He said you can sing.

Tz, TARE, g
No...No... | can’t sing.



